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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration - Motion 

Resumed from 27 September on the following question - 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [12.28 pm]:  Members might recall that before debate on the Premier’s 
Statement was last adjourned, I was seeking to impress on this house and the government the need to establish a 
technical and further education college at Clarkson to address youth training in the Mindarie electorate.  As I 
explained on that occasion, a tsunami of children are emerging from the families of the Mindarie electorate and a 
bit further north.  There are no TAFE facilities in the area.  One of the developers has started a training shed to 
try to help a few lads get bricklaying experience.  However, that is no substitute for a proper TAFE campus, one 
of which should be established at the Clarkson Community High School site.  As I said previously, I have 
spoken with Mrs Sue Slavin, the director of West Coast TAFE.  Since I last spoke, I have had a meeting with Mr 
John Young, the principal of the Clarkson Community High School; the Minister for Education and Training, 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich; and her ministerial officer.  Everyone understands that I am very hopeful that some 
development will occur soon.   
The next very big and important issue for the electorate of Mindarie is transport.  Anyone who has been in the 
electorate either before 9.00 am or after 4.00 pm will have realised that the only way in and out of the electorate 
is via Marmion Avenue.  It is the fastest growing area in Perth; the population is exploding.  Marmion Avenue 
cannot handle the traffic.  The government has already committed to, and the contracts have been let for, the 
northern extension of the freeway from where it terminates at the moment at Hodges Drive, Joondalup, to Burns 
Beach Road, which is halfway through my electorate.  This will offer some relief, but there is a lot of country to 
the north of Burns Beach Road where development is happening, so the traffic will still be clogged on Marmion 
Avenue leading to the Burns Beach Road on-ramp.  Completion to Burns Beach Road will take until 2008, so 
there is no relief in sight north of Burns Beach Road for some years to come.  This means that the northern 
extension of the railway is an absolute imperative for the electorate of Mindarie.  I know that it has been mooted 
that the northern line will extend from Clarkson station, which was opened in December 2004, as far as Butler.  
That is just not good enough.  The next extension must involve two stations.  It must run from Clarkson to Butler 
and then on to Jindalee.  Only by offering public transport for this expansion of settlement, which is servicing the 
resources boom, will it be possible to transport these people to and from the city or their places of work.  
Marmion Avenue is already choked and throttled, and no matter how fast the road network is expanded, it will 
never keep up without the provision of fast and efficient public transport.   
The government has already paid $3 million to the City of Wanneroo - it was the largest cheque I have ever 
held - for the northern extension to Connolly Drive.  For those members who do not know, Connolly Drive runs 
parallel to Marmion Avenue, about one kilometre to the east.  It forms a parallel spine through the electorate of 
Mindarie, but there is a missing link between Kinross Drive and Neerabup Road.  This project is the 
responsibility of the City of Wanneroo, but the Labor government stepped in and forward-funded the road by the 
grant of $3 million, the cheque for which I handed over last year.  When the money was handed over, we were 
told that, because of the pressure on contractors, it was not possible to find a contractor to lay down the missing 
link in Connolly Drive straightaway, and so the City of Wanneroo would undertake the construction itself.  The 
City of Wanneroo indicated at that time that construction would commence in October 2006 and be completed 
by June 2007.  I am a little concerned because I have not smelt diesel in the sand hills yet, but I am looking 
forward to that project being fired up fairly soon.  I will be very much on the case of both the Department for 
Planning and Infrastructure and the City of Wanneroo to see that important extension started.  However, even 
with that parallel north-south road route, together with the dual carriageway of Marmion Avenue - Connolly 
Drive is only a single carriageway at the moment - there is no hope of meeting the community demands for 
transport through the electorate of Mindarie to the regional centre of Joondalup to the south.  The railway must 
be extended.  
I read with some hope a recent announcement by the Department for Planning and Infrastructure that it had 
ordered 20 extra railcars for six-train sets, and that the department was competing with Queensland for priority, 
because the same railcar builder builds for both the Queensland and Western Australian governments.  It is an 
Australian company.  We have our fingers very tightly crossed.  I know that the order went in for these 20 
railcars some weeks ago, because the department wanted to beat Queensland onto the order book, because the 
Beattie government is also rejuvenating its own urban rail system.  I hope that we are in there with a chance.  I 
know that the minister acted very swiftly as soon as she saw the Queensland commitment.  We need these 20 
extra railcars.  
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  We actually need 22, because we are two carriages short on the Kalgoorlie Prospector.  
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Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I was thinking of rerouting the Prospector through Mindarie as we are so short of 
transport.   

Ms J.A. Radisich:  As long as it can go via Swan Hills first! 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  From comments around the chamber, it can be readily seen that members realise the 
importance of the public transport system, particularly the train system.  It is great that there is recognition across 
the chamber of this.  I can remember, in 1988 and 1989, my good friend Hon George Cash, as opposition 
spokesperson, arguing against rail to Joondalup and in favour of buses.  I am glad that the government of the day 
did not heed the advice, and went ahead and put in the high-speed train service to Joondalup.  Now we have six-
carriage train sets.  We could not survive in the northern suburbs without that service.  

I have flagged what is on Quigley’s agenda.  I am the Mindarie advocate.  I am the owner of the newsletter that 
precipitated the daylight saving debate, and the Mindarie advocate gives notice in this chamber that we have 
moved on from the lifestyle issue of daylight saving, which is very important to my electorate, and now we must 
deal with the big A-list issues.  The A-list issues are the establishment of the TAFE at the Clarkson Community 
High School and the further northern extension of the rail network.  These are two very important issues that I 
will be pressing.   

Another issue that is coming to the fore at the moment is that the Gallop government promised to assist in the 
establishment of recreational facilities through that dormitory corridor.  I call it a dormitory corridor in no 
disparaging way.  The houses in the area are fantastic.  Every member who has sat in this chamber for the past 
two days knows that Mindarie is the trend-setting electorate in the metropolitan area.  They all followed 
Mindarie’s lead on daylight saving, apart from 14 lost souls on the other side of the chamber last night.  Over 
two-thirds of members followed Mindarie, and that is what they should do.  The Gallop government promised 
increased funding for recreational facilities in that area, specifically a swimming pool.  In the 2005-06 budget 
papers there was a line item for $2.5 million for the provision of a pool.  We have offered to partner the City of 
Wanneroo in this project.  However, Wanneroo is building a pool on the other side of the city, so it is not really 
up to partnering the government in a pool in the Mindarie area, which is very much needed.  In a totally 
transparent and open way, the government is advertising for a partner to enter into a public-private partnership to 
establish a pool in the area.  The advertisement will be placed within the next two weeks.  I believe 17 December 
has been mooted as a closing date. 

I am pleased to announce that there have been two indications of interest in partnering the government in this 
pool project.  Interestingly enough, the first is the former Liberal candidate for Joondalup, Mr Dean Solly, who 
has some experience in running pools at the Arena Joondalup.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  He has approached the Irene McCormack Catholic College with a view to leasing some 
land for 99 years and applying to the government for the $2.5 million to put the pool in that location, and to run a 
private gymnasium facility on the site.  This would be a fantastic acquisition.  If Mr Solly can do this, it would 
be a spectacular development for the people of my electorate.  I would not be so small-minded as to think, and I 
do not think for one moment, that Mr Solly should be dealt out of the equation because he is such a staunch 
Liberal, having stood against my good friend the member for Joondalup.  Mr Solly has come forward with a very 
meritorious proposal that I will be taking to the government with a recommendation for very close consideration.  

The other proposal has come from the Clarkson Community High School.  The Mindarie Senior High School 
was established to years 11 and 12 by the previous government, and it is an excellent high school.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It is a credit to the minister of the day.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  It is a credit to the minister of the day, and is the best high school in Western Australia.  It 
sits rights on the edge of Mindarie.  What I am about to say will probably make every other member turn the 
colour of the upholstery of this chamber - green.  

An opposition member:  It is blue! 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  It is teal.  It is certainly not Liberal blue.  

A lovely cafeteria is situated on the first floor of the Mindarie Senior College.  The students have espresso coffee 
at morning tea from the beautiful aspect that overlooks the beach at Mindarie.  It is a wonderful facility.  The 
cafeteria has had the effect of drawing students away from Clarkson Community High School, which is situated 
only four kilometres away.  Clarkson Community High School has the capacity to cater for 1 250 to 1 300 
students.  Its current enrolment is about 850 students.  We intend to make Clarkson Community High School one 
of the sparkling educational facilities of the northern suburbs.  Clarkson Community High School, in competition 
with Mr Dean Solly, has also put up its hand to house a public swimming pool on its land.  Clarkson Community 
High School has three ovals, whereas most high schools have only one.  Clarkson Community High School has 
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indicated that it is prepared to surrender two of its ovals.  One will be used to house the pool and the other will 
be used as a parking bay by the buses that bring students from other schools for swimming lessons.  That is the 
dream of the Clarkson Community High School headmaster, Mr John Young.  I support him in his application, 
in the same way that I support Mr Dean Solly and his application.  Clarkson Community High School, which is 
situated near the Clarkson train station, would have on its footprint a high school that specialises in non-TEE 
streaming.  In addition, the front of the college would house a TEE facility and on the college grounds there 
would be a wonderful swimming pool and sporting facility.  If I can persuade the government to bring those 
three aspects together, we can establish Clarkson Community High School as a pre-eminent educational facility 
in the northern suburbs.  The swimming pool could be used to engage the youth of surrounding suburbs.  The 
Mindarie Quinns Surf Life Saving Club has indicated that it would start a swimming club if the pool was built at 
Clarkson high school.  The facility would engage the youth in much the same way as the pool in Claremont 
engages the youth of that area.  If all the schools in the area travelled to Clarkson Community High School for 
their swimming lessons and if all the primary schools in the area were engaged, they would see the merits of the 
Clarkson Community High School.  Two sparkling proposals have come forward.  One has come from the very 
capable and well qualified Mr Dean Solly and his proposal to be part of the private-public partnership at Irene 
McCormack Catholic College.  That is an absolutely outstanding and excellent proposal, as is the proposal that a 
pool be established on the grounds of the Clarkson high school.  I have said that it would be wonderful if a 51-
metre pool were built, similar to the pool in which I lapped in Adelaide, by extending the shallow end one metre 
and by having a one-metre floating pontoon to make the pool 50 metres in length.  In that way, after the 
swimming clubs had used the pool, the pontoon could be wound back to the middle of the pool to create two 25-
metre pools and all the schools in the area could use those pools to conduct swimming lessons.   
Mr R.F. Johnson:  We actually wish you still lapped there.  
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  In Adelaide?  I used to regularly lap in Adelaide, and then I would come back here and do 
my work.  At 58 years of age I am getting a bit old for long distance trips.  I now lap at Bold Park Aquatic 
Centre, which has a lovely pool.  I hope that we can establish a lovely facility in Mindarie, because it has such a 
big population.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  We’ve got quite a lovely facility in Craigie.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  Yes, indeed.  The member for Joondalup showed me that facility as we drove past it.  
However, I blinked as we passed it because it was only a 25-metre pool.  We want a full-sized pool for the 
people of Mindarie.  That is another important area that I must work on.   

As with all the sporting clubs in the community, there is great demand for sporting facilities in my electorate.  
For example, Gumblossom Park is home to the Jacks Soccer Club.  Its president is the very capable Mr Gary 
Kirkpatrick.  Six hundred and fifty juniors are involved in that soccer club.  The City of Wanneroo has promised 
for some time to install change rooms at that park.  However, because it is under pressure - it is the fastest 
growing city in the state - it has not been able to service that need.  I am trying to work with the City of 
Wanneroo to ensure that change rooms are built at that park.  It has one of the biggest women’s sporting soccer 
contingents in the state.  The club was spectacularly successful this season.  The girls do not have change rooms.  
It is scandalous.  They have to get changed in a car or in the bush.  That is not good enough for the electorate of 
Mindarie.  We must work with the City of Wanneroo in an effective way.  
Another thing that I am concerned about is women’s sporting facilities in general.  There are soccer ovals and 
cricket pitches and a soon-to-be swimming pool in my electorate.  However, there are no netball courts or 
sporting facilities for girls in Mindarie.  I am working with the local schools -  
Mr R.F. Johnson:  A lot of women take up soccer these days.   
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  Quinns’ Jacks has a fantastic women’s soccer team.  I am also working with the Peter 
Moyes Anglican Community School, the Mindarie Senior College and the City of Wanneroo to determine how 
we can double-mark some of the tennis courts and other courts to allow girls to play netball.  I am concentrating 
on girls’ sporting facilities at the moment because boys’ sports are quite well catered for, even though many 
more facilities are needed.  Certainly we must give female sport higher priority.   
I have said that I stand here as the advocate for Mindarie.  Some people have said that I am trying to put 
Mindarie on the map.  That is not the case.  God put Mindarie on the map and he put it on the map in a 
spectacular fashion.  He gave it the most beautiful stretch of beach in the metropolitan area; and, fringing on the 
most beautiful stretch of beach in the metropolitan area are the most beautiful reef formations.  The Marmion 
Marine Park extends as far north as Burns Rocks.  As the member for Hillarys knows, the beauty of that ocean is 
that it stretches all the way to the Alkimos wreck and Two Rocks.  First of all, God put Mindarie on the map by 
putting it right on the coast.  He put a beautiful fringing reef next to it.  For entertainment purposes and to give a 
wonderful gift to the people of Mindarie, God filled the ocean with wonderful marine life, marine life that cannot 
be found in Cottesloe.  People cannot travel a kilometre off the coast of Cottesloe and catch crayfish or set 
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lobster pots in the same way that they can off the coast of the Hillarys and Mindarie electorates.  That is God’s 
gift to Perth.  I have not been presumptuous by claiming that I am attempting to put Mindarie on the map.  I am 
here to tell everybody that because of the population explosion in Mindarie, and because of the sorts of people 
who are living in Mindarie, Mindarie will become the epicentre of the metropolitan area.  There is no doubt 
about that.  One has only to look at the daylight saving debate and the role played by “The Mindarie Advocate” 
to know that that is the case.  “The Mindarie Advocate” stood shoulder to shoulder with Mr Rupert Murdoch’s 
flagship newspaper, the Sunday Times.  I am pleased that the “The Mindarie Advocate” stood shoulder to 
shoulder with that newspaper.  I told the editor of the Sunday Times that I would not hold against him the fact 
that the “The Mindarie Advocate” was printed in full colour and full gloss.  That explains why Mr Murdoch is so 
wealthy and why “The Mindarie Advocate” is struggling.  “The Mindarie Advocate” is a full gloss, full colour 
production.  Nonetheless, as soon as I released “The Mindarie Advocate”, Mr Murdoch’s paper grabbed hold of 
it and published it in full colour.  That publication started the daylight saving debate in the community.  I am 
very proud to come to this place, not to put Mindarie on the map - it does not need my help - but to herald the 
benefits of living in this wonderful area and to put the government on notice of the extra support that this new 
and exploding community needs.   

The biggest employer of people in the electorate of Mindarie is small business.  It is the biggest single 
occupation in my electorate and it is a thriving community.  I am ever so proud and privileged to have been 
selected by the good folk of the electorate of Mindarie, which stretches from Ocean Reef in the south to Quinns 
Rocks in the north and back through the suburbs of Kinross and Clarkson, to serve them between 2005 and 2009.  
They have chosen me to be their representative in this chamber and I will do all that I can to impress upon this 
government the services that they need. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [12.50 pm]:  It is always difficult to follow in the footsteps of such a great 
orator as the member for Mindarie. 

Ms J.A. Radisich:  Is there any ocean in your electorate? 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Indeed, there are the beautiful beaches of San Remo, Silver Sands and Madora Bay. 

I will use my time to deal with the issue of workers’ compensation, which is a very close and dear issue to me.  
Recently I introduced a private member’s bill into this house.  It was the culmination of a considerable amount 
of work that I commenced almost 12 months ago in consultation with a range of people.  It is no secret that I am 
very proud to say that I was a police officer for 27 years.  Last Tuesday I was invited to an annual dinner for 
regional superintendents and assistant district officers near my electorate in Mandurah.  The culmination of the 
two-day conference was a function hosted by the Commissioner of Police, Dr Karl O’Callaghan.  I was proud to 
receive at that function my 25-year good conduct and good service police medal in front of my former peers.  As 
I said on the night, I could have easily received it through the mail, but the opportunity arose for me to receive it 
in the company of some very dear friends.  When I cast my eyes around the room, I saw people at each of the 
tables with whom I had previously worked.  I said that I was very honoured to receive the medal and that it was 
very dear to my heart.  The police service is a bit of a brotherhood.  When people join the police service, they 
walk, talk and think like police officers.  It is a brotherhood that is not broken and it goes beyond state 
boundaries.  When police officers travel to other parts of Australia, they are treated much the same. 

Some significant events occur in life that have a strong influence on us.  I recall that in 1996 I was building a 
patio at my home in Meadow Springs.  I was at a crossroads in my career and was pondering what to do with my 
future.  Late in the afternoon on a winter’s day in July, I heard the sounds of several sirens wailing and I 
wondered what was happening.  They were all heading in the same direction, which indicated that there had been 
a terrible accident to the north of Meadow Springs.  The accident happened at the turnoff just south of Madora 
Bay.  A woman I knew called Jane Kennaugh had been killed when the vehicle she was travelling in, which was 
driven by another friend of my mine, Glen Murray, aquaplaned sideways into a tree, killing Jane, who left 
behind a husband and two children.  I attended her funeral afterwards.  I recall watching my friend Glen 
Murray’s situation unfold.  For members who do not know Glen, he was a keen golfer with a handicap of four or 
five strokes.  He was a fine, strong and upstanding man who loved his sport.  He was a bloke’s bloke.  To see 
him in his current condition is very tragic.  From time to time he is taken to the Mandurah police station in his 
wheelchair to which he is confined.  He cannot speak and dribbles from one side of his mouth occasionally, 
which must be wiped away.  When Glen visits the station, the boys rally around him.  They slap him on the back 
and tell him it is good to see him, but then a tear comes to Glen’s eye.  It is pretty tough for him.  It is pretty 
tough for the boys as well.  It has got to the stage at which when the boys know Glen is coming to the station, 
they choose to leave because it upsets them. 

I introduced my workers’ compensation bill and I am pleased to say that it has been well supported, even by 
government members.  Out of the woodwork have come people who, back in 1997, supported and rallied to the 
cause of Glen Murray.  One of those people was Mr Pat McGovern.  He lives at 82 Mississippi Drive in 
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Greenfields.  He visited me with a package of correspondence that he had collected on behalf of Mr Murray.  Mr 
McGovern did not personally know Glen Murray, but Pat thought that the circumstances in which Glen found 
himself were unjust.  Pat took it upon himself to write to each member of Parliament in 1997.  I have categorised 
the correspondence and colour coded it.  All the red tags indicate the correspondence he sent to Labor members 
at the time, the blue tags represent the correspondence he sent to all Liberal Party members and the green tags 
represent the correspondence he sent to National Party members.  This correspondence may be of interest to 
members and so later I will table it, with the permission of the Speaker, so that members can look at it and 
recount the commitment that Mr McGovern and members of Parliament gave nearly 10 years ago.  I will not 
single out a particular member of Parliament.  However, shortly I will read the letter Mr McGovern sent to 
members and I will read some of the members’ responses.  As I said during the second reading debate, this 
situation has been ignored by a succession of governments.  It was ignored by not only this government, but also 
the previous government.  We are all culpable as far as I am concerned.  I commend the work of Mr Pat 
McGovern.  The reason he took this stance was very honourable. 

He wrote a generic letter, not unlike the myriad e-mails members have received recently, and sent it to all and 
sundry.  I will list the names of the people he wrote to and I will then refer to some of their responses.  He 
initially wrote to Mike Dean from the Western Australian Police Union of Workers.  Mr McGovern has also 
done research into the New South Wales legislation.  I will refer to the members to whom Mr McGovern wrote 
mostly by their surnames because I am unsure of all of the members’ electorates.  The names of the members to 
whom Mr McGovern wrote are: Cowdell, Court, Chance, McGinty, Gallop, Bradshaw, Marshall, Griffiths, 
Roberts, Nicholls, Riebeling, van de Klashorst, Trenorden, Patterson, House, Nixon, Kierath, Stephens, Barnett, 
Charlton, Kobelke, Prince, Board, Parker, Cheryl Edwardes, Hames, Foss, Hodson-Thomas, Warnock, Graham, 
Anwyl, Bernie Masters, Sullivan, Scott, Davenport, Judy Edwards, Cowan and Holmes.  Members can see that a 
cross-section of people had correspondence sent to them.  I will take the opportunity to read that correspondence 
to the house.  The letter from Mr McGovern states - 

I take this opportunity to bring to your attention the plight of West Australian Police Officers. 

i.e. NOT COVERED UNDER THE WORKERS COMPENSATION AND 
REHABILITATION ACT. 

 A copy of the act which was provided to me by Mr Arthur Marshall M.L.A. is enclosed.   

 This situation came to my attention following a newspaper article in the Mandurah Coastal Times 
18/4/97 a copy of which I have also enclosed, regarding the condition of Senior Constable Glenn 
Murray who was severely injured in an automobile accident whilst on duty on July 1st 1996.  

 On reading this I was appalled to learn that when Officer Murray is terminated as a police officer all 
future medical payments will become the responsibility of his family.  I contacted Mr Michael Dean the 
President of the Police Union to confirm that this was indeed true, not only did Mr Dean confirm this, I 
was further shocked to learn that there are similar cases pending.   

 A brief summary is as follows: 

re SENIOR CONSTABLE GLENN MURRAY 

•  Not covered under the Workers Compensation and Rehabilitation Act. 

•  When terminated as a police officer, all future medical costs to be paid by his family. 

•  Medical costs so far $160,000.  

I remind members that this letter was penned in 1997.  The letter continues -  

•  The only payment he will receive is an Act of Grace payment to be set by Parliament?   
amount determined by the weight of public sympathy? 

•  Constable Murray will require specialised nursing care for the rest of his life. 

OTHERS 

•  Several other Police Officers in a similar situations i.e. ongoing future medical costs 
resulting from injuries received in the course of their duties are pending e.g. One 
officer 32 yrs old with a broken back.   

 All of the above can be confirmed by contacting Mr Michael Dean President of the Police Union . . .  

The telephone number is then given.  The letter continues -  
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I would like to add, that I believe any fair minded person reviewing the situation would agree that 
urgent changes to the Workers Compensation Act regarding Police Officers is required.   

If no Workers Compensation, surely on going medical costs, as is the case with Officer Murray and 
others, should be paid by the STATE, regardless of the time factor involved.   

In closing I am respectfully requesting your support to bring about much needed changes in the area of 
Workers Compensation for W.A. Police Officers.   

I feel that these men and women must be able to carry out their duties, secure in the knowledge that if 
they are injured whilst on duty, both themselves, and their families, best interests will be adequately 
provided through Workers Compensation.   

I am putting my concerns to you as a responsible West Australian, and as one who has relatives and 
friends in the W.A. Police Service.   

I thank you for your time, and would appreciate your opinion on this matter. 
That letter was sent to every member of Parliament in 1997.  It is interesting to note the responses from members 
of Parliament.  I will quote a response from a member on each side of the house as it was then constituted, 
remembering that at that time the Court government was in office and members of the current government were 
in opposition.  The member for Midland, the then shadow Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 
responded in a letter dated 10 June 1997 -  

Dear Mr McGovern 

Thank you for your letter dated 13 May, 1997 regarding the lack of support and compensation to satisfy 
the basic needs and on going medical requirements for Senior Constable Glenn Murray upon him being 
discharged from the West Australian Police Service at a future date.   

We are all aware of the tragic circumstances involved in this matter and I am mindful of the stress 
caused to not only Glenn’s family, but the family of Jane Kennaugh who was fatally injured in the same 
accident.  I understand Jane was not just a working partner but a friend of Glenn.  I feel we must strive 
together to resolve this matter effectively not only for Glenn and Jane’s family, but all those police 
officers who daily go about their duties and this includes past officers who put themselves at risk in the 
performance of their duties to enhance and protect our standard of living.   

In your letter you make mention of police officers requiring cover for workers compensation, or a 
similar system of support for injured police officers in the execution of their duties.  I am currently 
seeking answers from the Government on issues raised by you, and I will continue to press the issue 
whenever the opportunity presents itself.  In addition to this, I have a member of my staff speaking to 
retired members of the Police Service who are seeking medical assistance as a result of past injuries 
received while on duty.  I will hopeful that in the near future the W.A. Police Union will present a co-
ordinated approach to the Government which will be beneficial to all serving and past police officers.   

It is regrettable that these that matters raised by you in consultation with Mr Dean of the Police Union 
are in the main true.  However you may be assured I will continue to bring any shortcomings identified 
to the attention of the Government, with the view to resolving this matter to the benefit of all police 
officers and the community as a whole. 

On May 28, 1997 I raised this matter for urgent debate in the Legislative Assembly.  I enclose a copy of 
that debate for your information.   

Once again thank you for raising this issue with me in support of our Police Officers.  I will continue to 
pursue this matter until it is resolved. 

The letter is signed yours sincerely, Michelle Roberts.  
I have cast my eye across that debate in the Legislative Assembly in 1997.  During that debate there were some 
interjections by the member for Midland on the speech by the then Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 
the member for Darling Range.  There was also a very interesting interjection from a young member of 
Parliament, the member for Rockingham, Mr McGowan.  His interjection was as follows -  

The military has a compensation scheme which sets out a range of benefits for people who serve in 
dangerous situations similar to those in the Police Service.  Surely there should be a similar statutory 
scheme for people in the Police Service who endure the daily risks.  Would it not be worth examining 
such a scheme?   

That debate also mentions that the then opposition intended to introduce a private member’s bill on this issue.  
Much has been said on this issue over a long time.  However, no-one has been willing to tackle the problem.  As 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 1 November 2006] 

 p8017a-8027a 
Mr John Quigley; Mr Murray Cowper; Acting Speaker; Mr John Castrilli; Mr John Kobelke 

 [7] 

I have said, I will lay these documents on the table for the benefit of members.  A “who’s who” of members have 
spoken on this issue, including the member for Balcatta and current Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 
and the members for Avon and Midland.  The debate at that time was fairly heated.   
I have referred to these documents to demonstrate that this issue is not new to this place.  I will now quote the 
response from the then Minister for Police and Emergency Services, the member for Darling Range. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr G. Woodhams):  Before the member does that, I advise that if members read 
from documents, it is generally accepted that they should keep that to a few lines.  It should not form the major 
part of their presentation. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Indeed.   

[Extension of time granted.] 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The response acknowledged the concerns that had been raised about Senior Constable 
Murray.  It also contained an apology.  It states in part -  

The West Australia Police Service has continued to provide full support to Senior Constable Murray 
since his unfortunate traffic crash.  Along with the Government, the Western Australian Police Union of 
Workers and concerned parties, the Police Service has worked as expediently as possible to determine 
the best available outcome for Senior Constable Murray . . . I am pleased to advise that on 2 July, 1997 
the State Coalition Government approved a significant ex gratia payment to Senior Constable 
Murray . . .  

That amount has been kept somewhat private.  I am aware of what it was.  It was certainly not what someone 
could be expected to live on for the remainder of his life.  That was the response from the then minister.  The 
minister also made a commitment to set up a working party to examine this issue.  From my understanding, that 
was never pursued; the working party was never formed.   
I will not go into all the details.  It is interesting to note who has said what.  I ask members to consider these 
responses when this debate comes before this house again. 
I have had a quick meeting with the current Minister for Police and Emergency Services, the member for 
Balcatta.  He has given me an undertaking that a forum will be held as a result of this debate.  That is good news.  
I have kicked the ball into play, to use a football term that my friend the member for Murdoch would appreciate.  
It is now up to all of us to get behind this and sort out this matter once and for all.   

In the private member’s bill that I presented to the house, I deliberately left out some issues, because they would 
have left the door open for the current government to make that bill its own.   

I have referred to the retrospectivity of the bill and also the level of compensation that should be appropriately 
apportioned to police officers, who arguably have the most dangerous job in the world.  There are a few minor 
details, none of which I believe would be a serious impediment to this coming before the house in some shape or 
form on which we could all agree.  The fact remains that the evidence is there and many of the people who 
appear in these documents are still in this place.  It is incumbent on all of us, not just those of us who were here 
10 years ago but also the new members, to get behind this issue and sort it out once and for all. 

I thank members for the opportunity to be able to speak on this matter.  I am not going to let this fade into the 
distance and nor will the likes of Mr Pat McGovern.  All credit should go to him for his understanding of justice, 
which is what we are about in this place.  Sometimes we get caught up in the argy-bargy of politicking and one-
upmanship and all the rest of it, but I believe this is a matter that transcends all those things.  There is an old 
saying that if we do not protect our police, we will have to protect ourselves.  It concerns me that I heard Dr Karl 
O’Callaghan talk about the X and Y generations the other night, who are a different breed from the baby 
boomers.  They have a different mental process from those who joined the job when I did.  Commissioner 
O’Callaghan referred to the fact that when a senior sergeant told us to do something, it was a case of how high 
we jumped.  We marched off and did the job.  These days, young officers are more questioning.  If someone says 
to them, “We want you to go and do this”, their response is, “Yes, but I might get injured.”  If there is a big 
brawl that is getting out of hand or a party at which there are gatecrashers and the young officers are told that 
they must go and clean up the mess, they think to themselves there are only 10 or 15 police officers and 
hundreds of gatecrashers; why would they do it?  They are a little more questioning.  They have a different 
mindset, as was described by the commissioner.  It takes a whole new set of skills to be able to manage these 
people.  When we think about it, why would only 10 or 15 blokes charge a crowd of drunken louts at a party on a 
Friday night?  At the end of the day, they have no backup; there is no safety net for these trapeze artists.  If they 
get injured, they are still responsible for their families and they still have to pay their mortgages.  If they are 
unable to continue as police officers, they will be ruined.  We need to provide a safety net so that if the officers 
do their job properly and they are injured, they will be looked after.  That is something they do not have at the 
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moment.  I state again that this is a matter of priority and I will not let this matter fade into the sunset.  I table the 
documents to which I referred. 
[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [1.13 pm]:  I want to make a short contribution to this debate.  I am 
extremely pleased and happy about the fantastic announcement that was made last week about the motor sports 
complex that is going to be built in Bunbury.  It is a $30 million project.  I am extremely happy about that 
because about three years ago, when I was Mayor of the City of Bunbury, I encouraged a group of 
businesspeople to visit Bunbury to have a joint function with a similar group in Bunbury and also look at 
investment opportunities that were available in that area.  I think about 56 people went to Bunbury, and while I 
was welcoming them one by one through the doors of a restaurant, I met a gentleman, Ross Roberts.  He came 
up to me and we exchanged pleasantries.  As one does, we got to talking about who we were and what we did 
and what plans we had.  He said he was developing a motor sports complex but was having difficulty in finding 
a location.  He had tried a few spots - 

Mr A.J. Simpson:  Serpentine-Jarrahdale. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Yes, the council could not make a decision because there were a few horses around the 
place and it was the airport land.  I took the opportunity to suggest that he look at Bunbury.  I think he was 
considering going interstate.  I asked why he did not go down to Bunbury so that we could see what we could do 
for him there.  He was a bit surprised at that.  Anyway, the following week he gave us a call and said that he 
would look at Bunbury, and that is where it started.  We looked at one site and after that we progressed to 
another site, which will be the location.  This is a great announcement because, as I said, it is a $30 million 
project and it will host an international event.  It is a Formula Nippon event and it will be the Japanese GT series, 
so two events will be held.  The track being built will be internationally accredited.  It is about four kilometres in 
length.  What will that do for Bunbury?  International eyes will be focused on Bunbury and the south west, and it 
will have a major impact.  Tens of millions of international viewers will watch this track, and we estimate that 
about 100 000 visitors will go to see it.  This is a major coup.  Apart from the racetrack there is also a proposal to 
develop a technology park, which will spawn industries associated with the motor racing game.  There will also 
be an industrial subdivision.  Those associated industries will develop around that racing facility. 

It is not only that; just imagine the impact it will have on the hospitality sector.  Hotels will be renewed and, I 
dare say, new ones will be built.  There will also be an impact on restaurants.  The impact of international 
tourism on Bunbury and the south west, and for that matter Western Australia, will be absolutely huge.  I see the 
Minister for Tourism is in the chamber.  As I was the architect of these people establishing a motor sports 
complex in Bunbury and not going somewhere else, I think I can say it will have a positive impact on tourism in 
Western Australia.  I think the minister will agree.  Hopefully we will be able to fix some of the tourism 
problems and encourage more tourism; this facility undoubtedly will do that. 

Twenty-two racing cars will compete in these races, and one can imagine the support crews that will come with 
them.  If members watch the international motor racing on television, they will see the support crews that are 
required, and a range of international journalists also go along.  It will be absolutely huge.  That will have a 
major impact on our infrastructure and will lead to increased development in the area.  It will also lead to major 
increases in traffic flow.  The promoters have estimated that about 100 000 visitors will go to the area. 

The major impact on infrastructure is roads.  I have raised the issue of roads previously in this Parliament.  The 
outer ring-road will impact greatly on infrastructure.  I have also said previously that the outer ring-road has been 
on the drawing board for over 20 years, with little progress.  Before this announcement, the population forecast 
for the greater Bunbury area was that the number of inhabitants would more than double beyond 110 000 by 
2031.  Currently, the City of Bunbury and its surrounds are facing increased pressure on urban development and 
it needs sufficient infrastructure to meet future needs.  Additional development will force an additional impost, 
impact and strain on infrastructure.   

The number of tourists who will visit the south west not only in the holiday season but also during sporting and 
other events will escalate and that also will have an enormous impact on the area.  Tourists will have to fight 
with the increased number of heavy haulage vehicles servicing the industrial needs of the south west.  The 
Bunbury port currently handles about 1 000 truck movements a day, the bulk of which pass through the urban 
areas of Bunbury.   

I have previously mentioned in this place the Eelup roundabout.  The Eelup roundabout is officially the third 
worst roundabout in Australia, and it is recognised as the top crash site in this state.  The Bunbury port access 
road is an integral link to the Bunbury outer ring-road.  The heavy haulage traffic needs to be separated from 
passenger vehicles.  The Bunbury port access road, which is the first phase of the proposed development, is 
supposed to be commenced in this term of government.  I have not seen any evidence of it starting and I will 
keep a very close eye on it.  It is a major piece of infrastructure that connects to the outer ring-road.  As soon as 
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the racetrack goes ahead, it will impact on vehicle movements, especially with tourists visiting the south west, 
and it will be situated adjacent to the airport.  There will be a major traffic impact on the South Western 
Highway and the road to the Dardanup and Boyanup areas.  This one project will cause a strain on infrastructure, 
and this government needs to look at bringing forward the timetable for both the construction of the outer ring-
road and the port access road.  The construction of these roads has been on the drawing board for over 20 years.  
Even 20 years ago the need to construct the road was recognised because of a potential impact on traffic.  So far 
there has been little movement on this road.   
I have alluded to increased development in the towns that surround the Bunbury area - Donnybrook, Capel, 
Manjimup and other towns.  I have previously raised the lack of infill sewerage, as this inhibits the subdivision 
of land in a most efficient manner.  The timetable for the infill sewerage program has been extended by about 
15 years, and some of these towns will not get it until 15 years after what they were promised.  In this year’s 
budget the allocation to the infill sewerage program was reduced from $34.5 million to $30.6 million - a 
decrease of nearly $4 million compared with the previous year.  These towns are under pressure to develop and 
subdivide land for people who want to live there.  Members know that without infill sewerage, land cannot be 
subdivided unless it is 2 000 square metres or more.  The land is not being used efficiently by subdividing the 
land into building lots.  The result is that more septic tanks will be installed on the 2 000 square metre lots and 
there will be more leaching into the aquifer.  I thought we were trying to get away from that.  We talk about 
trying to fix the environment and, by not sticking to the original infill sewerage program, we are causing more 
leachates into the aquifer.  There will be a demand for housing but, as members have identified in this house, 
there will be a lack of available land.   

I have been advised today that the government has made an announcement that it will spend about $45 million 
on the Bunbury outer harbour.  I wholeheartedly welcome that development.  I have not seen the press release or 
been made aware of all the details of the development, but I understand it involves installing boat pens and 
improving the area around the Leschenault Inlet.  It has been stated that development will be over a 30-year time 
frame, and that the total value of the project to the area is estimated at over $2 billion.  I acknowledge that.  
When I was the Mayor of Bunbury, we had discussions about the outer harbour development and said that the 
total value of any development to that area would be worth over $2 billion.  However, I did not have a 30-year 
time frame in mind.  I thought the development would be completed more quickly than that, and everyone in 
Bunbury would not be of the opinion that it will take 30 years.   
Not very long ago the newspapers quoted Treasury saying no to the development of the Bunbury outer harbour 
because it was not a priority.  The Minister for Peel and the South West said he was fighting for it.  If he was, 
that is great.  I dare say that what has happened is that a raft of projects for the state has been put forward and it 
has been determined which ones are important.  Therefore, the Bunbury outer harbour was not considered to be 
important.  Severe pressure has been put on the government by the City of Bunbury, other organisations and me.  
This project was promised by the government and it made a $140 million commitment.  The community wants it 
undertaken now.  The government promised to undertake that project now.  I am sure that this government can 
work hand-in-hand with private enterprise, and, in the long term, private enterprise will take up the project and 
the benefits to Bunbury and the south west will be enormous.  The government does not have to do it all.  It can 
enter into a partnership with private enterprise, which is efficient.  
I again put on the record the proposed project to take 45 gigalitres of water from the Yarragadee aquifer for use 
in Perth.  I have never laid claim to the ownership of water in the Yarragadee aquifer for use by Bunbury.  
However, there will be major impact on the aquifer and surrounding areas if that occurs.  Even the Water 
Corporation has acknowledged the possibility of salt intrusion from this action.  There is a possibility, if this 
project goes ahead, that a 400-metre salt water plume will form under Bunbury and the underground water will 
turn to salt.  The effect will be felt one kilometre inland.  The City of Bunbury uses water through the 
independent water board, Aqwest, and there is a possibility that it will not be able to pump water if this salt 
plume forms.  Where do we go from here?  I am sure that the Water Corporation would love to sell water to the 
Bunbury community.   
Dr S.C. Thomas:  What about Busselton?   
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Busselton is the only other independent water board and it is in the same predicament 
as Bunbury.  My hope is that the Water Corporation will stop what it is doing right now and take a break.  It 
should arrange for an independent assessment.  I understand it is supplying base data to consultants.  Instead of 
supplying that data to consultants, the Water Corporation should arrange for an independent consultant to 
undertake the whole study.  The south west community should then be made aware of the result of that study.  
Once we know the result, decisions can be based on that proper independent study.  I can tell the minister that 
the people of the south west have no faith whatsoever in the information that we have been given today.  One 
person claims one thing; another person of good repute claims another; and the community wants to know which 
is true.  We need to know the truth of all these matters. 
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Dr S.C. Thomas:  That will be up to the minister for gambling with the environment. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  The decision will be made by the minister. 
Who is the responsible minister?  Is it the Minister for Water Resources or the Minister for the Environment? 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  He is the only one who can stop it. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Yes, the Minister for the Environment is the only one who can stop it.  Has the 
Minister for Water Resources received a report on this matter from the Department of Environment and 
Conservation? 
Dr S.C. Thomas:  It will be the Department of Water now. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Whatever the correct name of the department is, has the minister received a report 
from the Department of Environment and Conservation saying that this project should or should not go ahead?  
If so, has the report been made known to anybody?  I have not seen such a report.  Reputable people in the south 
west who have been involved in the water resource business for years are telling us to be very careful because 
this issue will have a major impact on wetlands, the Blackwood River, salinity and a range of other things.  

Dr S.C. Thomas:  The Environmental Protection Authority released a very good and very big report that listed 
all those risks, but obviously the minister for gambling with the environment can reject those recommendations 
at the end of the day. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I plead to the minister, very sincerely, to recognise that water is a major component 
and element in our world; it is one of the great issues around the world.  We should be very serious and very 
calculated about the things we do with a primary resource.  As I said, I have never claimed ownership of the 
water in the south west.  However, it is a resource of the south west community and, as yet, no analysis has been 
made of its future development and use for the next 30, 50, 100 or 150 years.  As far as I know, nobody has done 
a study, unless the member for Capel knows of one.  I have not seen any study on the proposed future use of 
water in the south west.   
Dr S.C. Thomas:  The Water Corporation has done some studies and prepared some estimates, but its best-guess 
scenario at the end of the day is that the issue is environmental. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Yes.  I think from memory the reports say that the variance of water levels could be 
within four metres. 
Dr S.C. Thomas:  Yes, a three to six-metre drop in water levels. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  That is not a bad variance.   

I plead with the minister, before he gives the go ahead to this initiative - I acknowledge that it is a resource for 
the state - to be absolutely sure, 100 per cent sure, of the base data.  I reiterate that I want an independent study 
done from the base, so that the people of the south west can get the best brains to analyse and make a proper 
assessment of all the scientific data to determine the impacts on the water resource in the future. 

I will raise two other points.  In the past 12 to 18 months the Souwest Jets, a netball team in Bunbury that plays 
in the Smokefree WA State Netball League, had very grave fears that there were moves to kick them out of the 
State Netball League.  They have approached me and a couple of other members who have given them letters of 
support.  They were quoted in the press as saying, among other things, that they would be removed from the 
State Netball League.  It has been reported in the press that the hierarchy of the State Netball League had said 
words to the effect that the Jets were a bit paranoid and they should just wait to see what happened and so on.  
They did not perform very well in the first couple of years after they entered the league, but last year their 
performance really improved.  However, I was very disappointed to learn that they have been dropped from the 
State Netball League in a rationalisation of teams.  I am talking about regional sport, such as that in your 
electorate, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr G. Woodhams).  We need to encourage people to foster, develop and progress 
regional sport.  I think that dropping the Jets from the State Netball League was a retrograde step.  I 
acknowledge that the State Netball League can run its own business any way it likes.  However, I want 
additional resources and expertise to be allocated to regional sport to foster regional development in the regions.  
I do not want good players to be sucked out and taken to Perth.  I put that on the record to show how 
disappointed I am that it has happened, and in the hope that it can be rectified in the near future.  I hope that 
sufficient assistance will be given to the Jets to assist them to get back into the State Netball League. 

Another matter I place on the record, which I am keeping a very close eye on, is one I raised in a question to the 
Minister for Disability Services about incontinence.  Western Australia is the only state that does not assist 
people with continence aids.  From memory, I think about five years ago, a report was compiled and placed 
before the minister but its recommendations were not taken up.  I therefore asked questions in this place because 
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a lot of people in the community were hurting, especially pensioners who, out of their pensions, were paying 
between $40 and $80 a month for continence aids.  It is a real drain on resources, especially for pensioners on 
fixed incomes.  The minister said that he would put an initiative in place by July 2006.  That was fantastic news.  
However, no initiative was in place by July 2006.  Why?  It was put off because the minister had not worked out 
how to do it or what effect it would have and so on.  My point at the time I raised the matter was that the minister 
should look at the Queensland legislation to find out exactly how that model worked, that it would be better than 
doing nothing and that he should just get on with it and do it.  A promise was made that the scheme would be 
available by 1 January next year.  I have not heard a whimper from the minister since July.  I will therefore be 
keeping a very close eye on this issue, because after all this time the one thing that people suffering from 
incontinence deserve is assistance with continence aids, and they should not have to wait any longer. 
I wanted to make those few points because, as I said, I am extremely happy about the motor sports complex that 
is coming to Bunbury.  I was the one who encouraged this initiative and I have been looking forward to it for 
about three years.  People probably do not realise how massive this complex will be for Western Australia.  It is 
not as though it is a race that will be run only once; it will be a permanent track in the south west.  A lot of 
events will take place, and a lot of associated industries will develop from it.  It will be absolutely huge for 
Bunbury, the south west and the state of Western Australia, and it will have a great international focus.  I think I 
have gone a bit of the way towards attracting more tourism to Western Australia. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  You should take over the ministry.   

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  No.  I wanted to place on record the impact that tourism will have on infrastructure.  
The government should look at the prognosis of bringing on these infrastructure projects.  They will have new 
meaning now.  The outer ring-road is becoming absolutely important.  The port access road will be important.  
Much more emphasis will be placed on the development of the outer harbour.  Not only are there great synergies 
for the development of Bunbury in the south west region, but also it will be a major benefit for Western Australia 
as a whole.  I implore the government to install the infrastructure now, and not put it off as it has the outer ring-
road, which has been talked about for more than 20 years, with little progress being made.  I am supposed to be 
on a committee that is looking at the Bunbury outer ring-road.  It is a vital piece of infrastructure that needs to be 
kicked along.  The airport that is close by also needs to be looked at.  I thank the house for the opportunity to 
speak.   

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [1.41 pm]:  I do not think anyone else wants to speak 
on the Premier’s statement so it might be appropriate for me to say a few words in closing the debate.  This is the 
first time a Premier’s statement has been used as a way of providing a general debate so that all members have 
an opportunity to speak.  Most members have availed themselves of the opportunity.  I will make no comment on 
the quality of the contributions by members, but I think it has worked well in providing members with an 
opportunity to enter the general debate to raise issues in their electorates or particular matters they wish to 
pursue.  I hope we will be able to repeat it next year.   

I use this opportunity to acknowledge, as some members did yesterday, the ill health of Wally Foreman.  I 
enjoyed his company at the Western Australian Institute of Sport dinner on Friday night.  As usual, he was in 
very good form.  He has a long tradition of involvement with the WA Institute of Sport as the original director.  
Through that he has got to know, and has built friendships with, many athletes in a range of sports in Western 
Australia.  He is well known and respected and we hope that he recovers from the very serious illness that is now 
afflicting him.  I wish him a speedy recovery and convey my best wishes to him and his family.   
In closing, I suggest that as we only have a short time before question time and we do not want to bring on a 
major piece of legislation, which staff would have to be brought up to the table to assist with, Mr Acting 
Speaker, you may wish to vacate the chair until the ringing of the bells prior to question time.   
Question put and passed.  

Sitting suspended from 1.42 to 2.00 pm 
 


